Foreign and Commonwealth Office

London SWIA 2AH

12 September 1990

Irag/Kuwait: Tunisian Proposals

The Tunisians, like other ambivalent Arabs, are touting
proposals for an "Arab solution" to the Irag/Kuwait crisis. A
special envoy from President Ben Ali came to London on
10 September to canvass support for Tunisian ideas, which are
set out in the enclosed message from the President to the
Prime Minister. These are unacceptable in various respects.
We think it would be right to hit them firmly on the head
before they obtain a spurious credibility.

I enclose a draft reply to President Ben Ali.
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Draft Letter From: The Prime Minister

To: The Tunisian Prime Minister

I have received the letter which your special envoy,
Mr Ben Yahya, delivered to Mr William Waldegrave, Minister
of State at the Foreign Office, on 10 September.
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y s I must tell yould ;he considerable disappointment felt
\““hére at the Tunisian Government’s equivocal response to the
unjustified, illegal and brutal Iraqi invasion of Kuwait.
In our view there is only one proposal that can bring peace
and that is for Iraq to withdraw unconditionally from the
territory of the independent Arab country which it has
overun by force and purported to annex. The legitimate
Ruling- Famfﬂy of ;uwalt oncefat,has been restored to power
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At a time when/great efforts have been made tolﬁﬁﬁaféh
Up relations between the United Kingdom and Tunisia, aéd
between the European Community and the Arab Maghreb Union, I
must express my /concern to—¥our Exeellency that Tunisia
should be canvassing proposals which qualify Resolutions
adopted by the Securlty Counca} and by the majority of the
Arab League. addgace Peaee proposals before Iraqg has
lmplemented those Resolutions can only encourage Iraq to
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F flout the decisions of the international community.
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