10 DOWNING STREET
LONDON SWI1A 2AA

THE PRIME MINISTER 10 November 1988

\Zﬁw Hol.iess

I was most grateful for Your Holiness' great kindness
and consideration in replying so promptly and so fully to my
request for advice in advance of my visit to Poland. I was
much strengthened in all my meetings and contacts there by

knowing your views.

I was also most grateful to Cardinal Glemp whom I met on

the very first evening of my visit. He gave me a very full

account of the Church's role, together with a shrewd and
realistic appreciation of the political difficulties in
Poland. I was encouraged by his hopes that something

positive could be achieved.

I subsequently had a number of meetings with both
General Jaruzelski and Prime Minister Rakowski, and talks
with a wide range of representatives of opposition opinion.
I paid a very moving visit to Gdansk, where I was impressed
by the strength of support for Solidarity and its
aspirations. I was also struck by the moderation and common
sense of Mr. Walesa and others in the Solidarity leadership,
and by the order and cheerfulness of the enthusiastic crowds
in Gdansk and at St. Stanislaw Kostka's Church. To the
Polish authorities' credit, they put no obstacles in the way
of any of these meetings.




I returned from Poland convinced that Solidarity is a
force that cannot be denied, and greatly impressed by its
leaders' commitment to peaceful discussion. I conveyed this
assessment frankly to General Jaruzelski at the end of my
visit: and in all my contacts I urged the importance of
finding a basis for dialogue between government and
opposition, on the basis of good faith and fairness. The
situation is indeed very difficult and painful, but I think
all sides genuinely want to talk and find a way through. I

pray that they will succeed.

May I once again thank Your Holiness for your wise

counsel.
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His Holiness Pope John Paul II
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10 DOWNING STREET
LONDON SW1A 2AA

From the Private Secretary 10 November 1988

MESSAGE TO THE POPE

I enclose the Prime Minister's message
to the Pope about Poland. I should be grateful
if it could be despatched as soon as possible.

Lyn Parker, Esqg.
Foreign and Commonwealth Office

CONFIDENTIAL




CONFIDENTIAL

Foreign and Commonwealth Office

London SWI1A 2AH

9 November 1988

Prime Minister's visit to Poland: Message to the Pope

We spoke about a message from the Prime Minister to the
Pope, following up the Prime Minister's request for his ==
advice before her visit to Poland.

I attach a draft. If agreed, we would send the message
by telegram with the request that our Ambassador pass 1t on.

(J S Wall)
Private Secretary

C D Powell Esq
10 Downing Street
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Jaruzelski aqé Prime Minister Rakowski, and talks
with a wide!éange of representatives of opposition
opinion. Iﬂpald a very moving visit to Gdansk, where
I was 1mpressed by the strength of support for
Solldarlyy and its aspirations. I was also struck by
the modeéation and common sense of Mr Walesa and

others in the Solidarity leadership, and by the order

and cheerfulness of the enthusiastic crowds in Gdansk

and at St StgﬂF;law Kostka’s Churchjl
I returned from Poland convinced that Solidarity
is a force that cannot be denied, and greatly

impressed by its leaders’ commitment to peaceful
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YOUR TELEGRAM NO z& @t PRIME MINISTER?ES MEGEAGE TO THE PORE

1. I BGAVE THE TEXT OF THE PRIME MINISTER’S LETTER TO ARCHERISHOP
CRASSIDY THIS MORNING. ARCHRIGHDOP COLASUONMO WAE ALBO PRESENT. I
LT BRIEFED THEM ON THE HBASIS OF WARSAKW TELEGRAME NOb &71
AND &672. I HAD NOT RECEIVED WAREAW TELEGRAM NO 680 IN TIME.

2. CASBIDY UNDERTOOR TO PABS THE LETTER ON TO THE POPE TODARY. HE
EXPECTED THAT THERE WOULD BE A WRITTEN REPLY FROM THE POBE WHEN THE
SIGNED ORIGINAL OF THE PRIME MINISTER®S LETTER HAD BEEN RECEIVED.

Se CASEIDY AND COLASUONNG THOUGHT THAT THE PRIME MINISTER’S VISIT
HAD BEEN A CONSIDERRARLE SUCCESE. THEY PARTICULARLY APPRECIATED THE
PRIME MINISTER®S INSISTENCE, IN HER CONVERSATION WITH RARKOWSKI

N THE NEED TO BE CLEAR AS TO PRECISELY HOW HIS ECONOMIC REFORMS
WERE TO BE INTRODUCED. THEY DOUBTED WHETHER EITHER GOVERNMENT

OR ORSOSITION WERE YET READY FOR A ROUND-TABLE DISCUSSTON.

4. I ABKED IF THEY THOUGHT THE POLISH GOVERNMENT WAS UNDER PRESSURE
FROM O THE SOVIET UNIONM OR OTHER EAST EURDPEAN GOVERMMENTS.
COLABUONND® S IMPRESSION WAS THAT, S50 LONG A8 JARUZELSKI MAINTAINED
HIs PRESENT POLICIES, THE SOVIET UNION WOULD NOT (MOT) TRY TO
INTERFERE. HE NOTED HOWEVER THAT THE HUNGARIAN AUTHORITIES HAD

JUST ANNOUNCED PLANS TO AUTHORIZE OTHER POLITICAL GROUPS IN
ADDITION TQ THE COMMUNIST pmﬁ%v, THIE COULD HAVE PROFOUND EFFECTS
LN POLAND. "

N

Se COLASUONND WILL BE IN CZECHOSLOVAKIA NEXT WkEK. I WILL THEREFORE
BRIEF THAURAN, THE UNDER SECRETARY IN THE COUNCIL FOR PUBRLIT AFFALIRS
OoF THE CHURCH, ON THE BABIS OF WARSRAW TELNDO 680 NOW RECEIVED.

e 1T I8 CILLEAR THAT THE VATICAN IS5 DEEPLY GRATEFUL FOR THE

PRIME MINISTER?S CONSULTATION WITH THE POPE BEFORE AND RFTER

HER VMISGIT, I HOPE THAT THIS WILL LEAD TO AN EVEN BREATER WILLINGNESS
TO KEER US INFORMED OF ALL MRATTERS OF COMMON INTEREST.
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SECRETARIAT OF STATE

No. 230432 FRoM THE vaTicaNn, 6th December 1988
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Dear Prime Minister,

In the name of His Holiness Pope John Paul II ffggﬁﬁ

I have the honour to acknowledge your letter of, 1oth
November 1988 concerning your visit to Poland. ”

His Holiness is grateful for your kind words
in his regard, and he has noted with interest your

description of the visit and the impressions which
you gathered during your stay. In thanking you for

your thoughtfulness he assures you once more of a
remembrance in his prayers.

I avail myself of the occasion to renew the
assurance of my highest consideration.
2

W[k Lo

Secretafy of State

The Rt. Hon. Margaret Thatcher, P.C.
Prime Minister

10 Downing Street

LONDON

SW1A 2AA
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