10 DOWNING STREET
LONDON SWIA 2AA

14 July 1988

From the Private Secretary

S e W@V ‘

PRIME MINISTER'S VISIT TO POLAND

Thank you for your letter of 13 June on the question of
how we can best persuade the Polish authorities to agree that
the Prime Minister should visit Gdansk. I agree that it would
probably be best for the Prime Minister herself to write to
General Jaruzelski. I have consequently asked her to sign the
enclosed letter. As you will see, it goes considerably
further than the draft enclosed with your letter. If the
Department have serious misgivings about it, please let me
know. Otherwise, the text should be telegraphed to Warsaw for
delivery as soon as possible.
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C. D. POWELL

Lyn Parker, Esqg.,
Foreign and Commonwealth Office.




Foreign and Commonwealth Office

London SWI1A 2AH

13 June 1988
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Prime Minister's Visit to Poland

Thank you for your letter of 8 July. We have again
looked at Gdansk.

Two courses of action are open to us. The first would
be to instruct your charge d'affaires, Mr Thorpe, to
speak to the Poles at the highest possible level. He
might be received by the Foreign Minister, though a Deputy
is more likely. At this level we would expect another
negative response: when we originally asked for Gdansk
to be included in the programme we were told that our
request had been turned down at the highest possible level
and was not open to negotiation (my letter of 22 March).
We consulted Mr Barder recently on this point. He believes
that Jaruzelski's attitude is unlikely to have softened,
especially in view of his belief that he got the better of
Solidarity during the strikes in May.

The second possibility would be for the Prime Minister
to send a personal message to General Jaruzelski making the
points in para Z of your tletter. This stands the best
chance of forcing the Poles to re-examine our request
seriously. Mr Thorpe should be able to deliver such a
message in person to the Foreign Minister. Jaruzelski may
Resitate to turn down the idea a second time, especially
sTince he cannot be sure that the Prime Minister will not
cancel the visit if he does so, though the odds are that
he will again prove to be immovable. I attach a draft.
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(L Parker)
Private Secretary

C D Powell Esq
10 Downing Street
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Top Secret His Excellency General Wojciech Jaruzelski
Secret
Confidential
Restricted
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PRIVACY MARKING
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